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They loved each other till the end 
 
From one perspective, Christmas is finished for another year: gone is the rushing around to get 
presents - as they say, 'for relatives you don't like, buying things they don't need and spending 
money you don't have' - it's all over and gone! 
 
From another perspective, above and beyond the culture we are a part of that only celebrates 
Christmas day like a birthday, we as a faith community celebrate Christmas for three weeks. 
 
At the very least, in this the 'octave of Christmas', we celebrate for eight days: we continue to enjoy 
our saviour's entrance into the world in the most humblest and graciousness of ways. 
 
Luke, in this section of his gospel, takes us to when Jesus was twelve and when he was with his 
parents to celebrate the greatest of three Jewish festivals - the Passover which similarly, also lasted 
eight days. 
 
Of these three great Jewish festivals, only the Passover was obligatory due to its great significance 
to the history of Israel. 
 
The Passover commemorates the story of the Exodus, in which the ancient Israelites were held 
captive to slavery by the Egyptians who stubbornly kept them in servitude for 400 years and there 
was no way they could escape. 
 
At the right time , God intervened and inflicted death and plagues upon Egyptians for refusing to 
let them go. 
 
Similarly, at the right time, God intervened in human history and the birth of Christ is the story of 
God's great deliverance of His people from a lifetime of slavery to sin: Christ would take all the 
punishment and death upon himself because the 'enemy of souls' would not let humanity go from his 
stranglehold. 
 
Whole families went to Jerusalem for this celebration of the greatest historic event in their lives - 
an estimated 100,000 people would pack themselves into a town that normally accommodate 
25,000 people: 100,000 people packed into Jerusalem about the size of Richmond-Windsor, 
Lismore or Nowra. 
 
Large caravans of people travelled together to and from the festival for companionship and 
security, and so, it is not surprising that Mary and Joseph did not bother unduly about not seeing 
Jesus on their first day heading home. 
 
When they found he was missing, the next day they headed back to Jerusalem - no doubt, an 
anxious trip and night too because it was not until the third day they found him in the Temple. 
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Luke writes, "when his parents found him, they were amazed" - the Greek means to be "stunned".  
Mouth wide open! 
 
Mary said as any parent would, "Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been 
very worried, and we have been searching for you!"  
 
But Jesus was a bit shocked himself and answered, "Why did you have to look for me? Didn't you 
know that I would be in my Father's house?"   What he meant was, 'you ought to have known where 
to find me - I'd only be in one place, in my Father's house'. 
 
He was not being rude to them, just stating the facts, as he saw them, about himself!  
 
In 1962 a four year old boy called Stephen Walls was lost for four days "in the wild New England 
ranges" near Black Mountain along the Tingha Road from Armidale in NSW. 
 
A search was carried out by thousands of locals and inspired Johnny Ashcroft (aged 83 now) to pen 
the hit song "Little Boy lost". 
 
The story is that Steven and his father were out rounding up sheep on their property at Llangothlin  
and a small number of sheep broke away from the main flock. Steven's father told him to get Bing 
the sheep dog and round up the strays and meet him at the gate with the big log. 
- problem was, his dad forget there were two farm gates with big logs.  
 
Steven got the dog and the sheep and then waited by the wrong gate and after waiting for a long 
time, He decided to look for his father. And four days later he was still looking for him. 
 
When Bill Scivener found him, Steven asked, "Where is my Daddy? Where is my Daddy?" And 
Bill Scrivener said, "Why do you want your Daddy son?" And Steven said "Because he is lost and I 
have been looking for him." 
 
And so, in this short conversation Jesus had with his parents and in the comments by Luke that 
Jesus had engaged in intelligent discussions with the Rabbi's and they were very impressed by his 
outstanding ability to understand, it is clear that from an early age, Jesus was aware of his special 
place in life and of his filial (close-knit) relationship with God. 
  
This story in Luke is the only story in the Bible that covers an event somewhere between the birth 
of Jesus and his appearance with John at the Jordan River some thirty years later. 
 
As many have noted over the centuries, the Apostles' Creed is remarkable in that it doesn't make 
any reference to those thirty years of his life. The Creed goes from "born of the virgin Mary" 
directly to "suffered under Pontius Pilate."  
 
Apparently his life up until his baptism and even his ministry following that baptism are contained 
somehow in the little comma between those two clauses in the Creed. 
 
We certainly know that those thirty in-between years, he was constantly preparing for his great 
mission - to be the saviour of the world. 
We certainly know, in order to prepare for the ultimate purpose of the Cross, he spent those thirty 
in-between years 'doing his homework' as the saying goes - observing, studying, learning, 
debating, mingling and engaging with people - from who he selected his disciples. 
 
And, we certainly know, he never forgot the love of his parents. 
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I did a funeral - a burial at Rookwood some years ago.  A small family gathered around the grave - 
6 or 8 people.  I saw in the distance a woman in her early thirties.  She obviously had had a hard life 
- drugs, alcohol and whatever - I identified her as the "black sheep" of the family. 
 
During the service she slowly, step-by-step, edged her way towards the grave.  When we lowered 
the coffin and I was about to pronounce the benediction, she stepped forward and asked if she could 
sing a song.    I looked to the family, they looked to me ... I said, "okay". 
 
She began to sing, "you are my sunshine ..." and as she crudely sang with tears falling off her chin, 
everyone began to softly cry ... the family, the conductor and crew, me ... and we joined in with her 
singing. 
 
Afterwards, I asked her why? 
She said, the woman was her grandmum and that "she loved me". She never forgot that love! 
 
Jesus loved people and the world so much, he laid down his life for them - for us. 
 
He also loved his parents - Joseph, so it would seem, died well before Jesus did but Mary lived on 
for many years to come: it would seem, as many have suggested, Jesus had a special love for Mary 
his mother. 
 
She was with him on many occasions during his life, ministry, death and resurrection. 
 
Naturally, she was closely connected with him during his infancy - Luke mentions her 12 times in 
this regard. 
 
According to John, she was with him at the wedding at Cana and, overall, mentioned in the gospels 
as being with James "the brother of the Lord" at least on eleven occasions - so she was certainly 
with him along the way. 
 
She was said to be 'standing near the Cross' with "the disciple whom Jesus loved" (John - in the 
3rd person) when he died and according to outside-the-Bible material and tradition, she "cradled his 
body" after death - called the Stabat Mater. 
 
According to Luke, in the book of Acts, she was in the 'upper room' with the disciples after his 
resurrection and before his ascension. 
 
So, she was with him 'all the way'. 
 
That he loved his mother comes from what appears to be his some of his final words on the Cross. 
 
John records these words (19.25f),  
 
"Jesus' mother stood beside his cross with her sister and Mary, the wife of Clopas. Mary 
Magdalene was standing there too. When Jesus saw his mother and his favourite disciple with her, 
he said to his mother, "This man is now your son."  
 
Then he said to the (favourite) disciple, "She is now your mother." From then on, that disciple 
took her into his own home.  Jesus knew that he had now finished his work. And in order to make 
the Scriptures come true, he said, "I am thirsty!"  
 
And just one final thing: the night he was betrayed and taken prisoner, he was wearing as an outer 
garment, a knitted gown - knitted from top to bottom without a seam or join in it. 
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The soldiers saw it and decided not to destroy it but cast lots for it. 
 
It was a special piece of work and there was a lot of love knitted into that gown. Even the rough-
necked soldiers could see that! 
 
Who knitted it for him? 
 
It could have been any one of the many woman who followed him; 
 
it could have been one of the many Mary's he knew or ... 
 
it could have been Mary his mother - and I like that thought!   
 
We just don't know but in any case, they loved each other and to the very end! 

_____________________________ 


